
 

 

Toronto Charity Gives Energy, Not Food 

Environmental News Service 

TORONTO, Ontario, Canada, December 10, 1999 (ENS) - An alternative charity will convert all its 

donations into energy assistance for those in need. In Ontario, the inability to pay utility bills is the 

second leading economic cause of homelessness after the inability to pay rent. Families, seniors, 

disabled and chronically ill persons needing energy assistance may apply starting January 15, 2000. 

"Share the Warmth is the first charity of its kind in Canada," says executive director Edward de Gale. 

"We're not the typical bricks and mortar charity in that we don't give money; we purchase energy and, 

in conjunction with our agency and utility partners, we distribute it to those in need." 

The charity applies the principles of e-commerce to allow people to apply on-line through select local 

social service agencies, and their applications are approved on-line. "In effect, we're an e-charity," 

explained de Gale at the launch of the group's annual fund-raising campaign today at a downtown 

shelter for the homeless. 

Share the Warmth was founded by law students at Osgoode Hall in 1995, and has provided energy 

assistance to 20,000 individuals since then. Last year, three-quarters of the households that received 

energy assistance had children under the age of 18, and 19 percent of all recipients were elderly. The 

average level of energy assistance was C$225. 

The registered charity currently operates in Toronto and Cambridge, and will operate in other parts of 

Ontario next week, including the regions of Durham, Ottawa-Carleton, York, Peel, Niagara and the 

counties of Peterborough and Simcoe. Help is offered to any family, senior, disabled or chronically ill 

who is in an emergency or under threat of service termination. It is a critical aspect of homelessness 

prevention. 

Toronto Hydro is the second largest municipal distribution utility in North America. It distributes one-

quarter of the electricity in Ontario, has annual revenues of C$2 billion, a peak load of 4,500 megawatts 

and serves 650,000 customers. Last year, it sold 24.8 billion kWh of energy to commercial and 

residential customers. It is owned by the City of Toronto. 

 


